MID-ATLANTIC AGRABILITY PROIJECT

Are your physical limitations and health
conditions preventing you from leading a
productive life in agriculture?

The Mid-Atlantic AgrAbility Project (MAAP)
is part of a national program that promotes
independence for farmers, watermen,
loggers and pouliry growers who want to
continue to farm after experiencing a
disabling condition.

MAAP’s program goals are to inform,
educate and assist farmers and
agricultural workers with disabilities, as well
as their families, so that they can continve
to lead successful careers in agriculture.
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AgrAbility Removes Barriers
through Assistive Technology.

AgrAbility
Serves Farm Families

Touched by Disabilities

AgrAbility helps farmers tackle the health
challenges that sometimes come with
farming like: amputation, arthritis, chronic
back pain, hearing and visual impairment,
respiratory problems, head injuries, stress,
and other disabling conditions.

Assistive Technology on the farm can be:

* A remote control;

* Hand controls for tractors;

* A wheelchair, scooter or ATV for
improved outdoor mobility;

* Plafform or chair lifts to provide access
to equipment;

* Tools that can be used one-handed;

» Automatic couplers for quick hook-up.

K

o - AR
Limit Thinking.

Ability is About No

AgrAbility supports farmers through:

Providing assistive technology such as a lift to
provide access to your tractor;

Consultations to assess agricultural worksites
and tasks;

Expert advice on equipment modifications,
home modifications and adaptive equipment;
Loaning modified equipment for short term use;
Providing peer support;

Accessing resources such as service
providers, health organizations, vocational
rehabilitation, and others;

Providing education and training for rural
professionals so they can assist farmers;
Identifying funding resources for modifications;
Information and referral.

AgrAbility Can Preserve
Your Way of Life.
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ReEGIONAL CONTACTS:

MARYLAND

Coit Custer
Resources for Independence
30 N. Mechanic St., Unit B
Cumberland, MD 21502
mdagrability @rficil.org
800-371-1986, Ext. 102
Sally Van Schaik
Easter Seals Delaware & Maryland’s Eastern Shore
22317 Dupont Blvd.

Georgetown, DE 19947

svanschaik@.esdel.org

877-204-FARM (3276)

Angela T. Lontoc

Goodwill Industries of Southern NJ/Phila

2835 Rt. 73 South

Maple Shade, NJ 08052

alontoc@goodwillnj.org
856-439-0200, Ext. 227

Organizations Partnering with NIFA to
Provide AgrAbility Services:

University of Delaware
University of Maryland
Rutgers University
University of Maryland-Eastern Shore
Delaware State University
Delaware Division of Vocational Rehabilitation
Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services

New Jersey Division of
Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Easter Seals Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore
Goodwill, Inc.

Centers for Independent Living
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Cultivating Accessible Agriculture

For more information about
Mid-Atlantic AgrAbility, contact:

Ron Jester
Project Director
University of Delaware
Cooperative Extension
16684 County Seat Highway
Georgetown, DE 19947
302-856-7303
E-mail: rcjester@UDel.Edu

Chuck Schuster
University of Maryland
18410 Manchester Rd.

Derwood, MD 20855
301-590-2807
E-mail: cfs@umd.edu

Ray Samulis
Rutgers Cooperative Extension
of Burlington County
49 Rancocas Rd.
Westampton, NJ 08060
609-265-5050
E-mail: samulis@njaes.rutgers.edu

This material is based upon work supported by the
USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and
Extension Service, under special project number
98EDFA-1-0268.

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and
Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware
State University and the United States Department of
Agriculture cooperating. Robin Morgan, Dean and
Director. Distributed in furtherance of Acts of
Congress of May 8 and June 30, 1914. It is the policy
of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that
no person shall be subjected to discrimination on the
grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or
national origin.

Visit us on the Web at:
www.Mid-AtlanticAgrAbility.com
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AND
NEW JERSEY

“When a disability
strikes a farm family,
everything changes

except perhaps the desire
to continue farming.”

www.Mid-AtlanticAgrAbility.com




